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PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE 
Thirty-First  Annual  Session 

OF 

The  Farmers  State  Alliance 

OF 

North  Carolina. 

Held  at  their  Headquarters,  near  Hillsboro,  Orange  County,  N.  C. 
August  14th,  and  15th,   1917. 


Thirty-first  Annual  Session  of  The  Farmers  State  Alliance 
of  North  Carolina  held  at  their  Headquarters  near  Hillsboro, 
N.  C.  August  14  and  15  1917. 

Promptly  at  12  M. 

President  J.  M.  Mitchell  rapped  on  the  table  and  called  the 
Alliance  to  order  and  the  Alliance  sang  "All  Hail  the  Power  of 
Jesus  Name",  and  Chaplin  J.  A.  Bagget  led  in  an  appropriate 
prayer.  The  Alliance  was  opened  in  due  retualistic  form. 
Roll  of  Counties  was  called  and  the  following  counties  were  re- 
presented by  the  following  delegates : 

Alamance,     S.  Connier. 

Bertie,     J.  D.  Evans,  Eddie  Culfer. 

Columbus,     x 

Cumberland,  W.  B.  Matthews,  W.  A.  Cook,  S.  J.  McLau- 
rain,  Hinton  Crumpler. 

Edgecombe,     T.  F.  Cherry,  J.  L.  Cherry. 

Guilford,     D.  A.  Montgomery. 

Johnston,     x 

Lenior,     G.  F.  Parrott. 

Orange,     G.  W.  Sykes,  P.  M.  Sykes. 

Rowan,     T.  P.  Johnson. 

Sampson,     J.  A.  Baggett,  John  L.  Core. 


Wilson,     J.  A.  McKeel 
Wayne,     G.  L.  Forehand 
Wake,     x 

Warren     Prof.  John  Graham 

The  President  announced  the  following  Committees: 
On  Credentials  L.  Cherry,  D,  A.  Montgomery,  G.  W.  Sykes 
On  Constitution  T.  B.  Parker,  T.  F.  Cherry,  P.  C.  Caldwell 
On  Good  of  Order  H,  E.  Thompson,  J.  A.  Baggett,  E.  Cuh- 
pher,  P.  M.  Sykes,  J.  D.  Hines 

On  Lecturing  T.  B.  Parker,  H.  E.  Thompson,  O.  F.  White 
On  B.  A.  S.  Conner,  W.  B.  Matthews,  J.  D.  Evans 
On  Conservation  H.  D.  Edgerton,  P.M.  Sykes,  J.  A.  McKeel 
On  Memorial  T.  P.  Johnson,  H.  M.  Cates,  John  Core 
On  motion  the  Alliance  then  adjourned  for  dinner. 

Afternoon  Session 
At  2:30  President  Mitchell  called  Alliance  to  order.     The 
Committee  on  Credentials  reported  all  Counties  as  recorded 
above  entitled  to  seats.  ' 

President  J.  M.  Mitchell  made  an  address  to  the  Alliance 
congratulating  the  Brethren  upon  the  large  attendance,  there 
being  a  larger  attendance  in  opening  session  than  in  severa 
years  past  and  that  he  felt  sure  much  good  to  our  beloved  ol- 
der would  be  the  result  of  the  meeting  etc.  Lecturer  H.  M 
Gates  reported  that  he  was  much  encouraged  by  the  visible 
signs  at  this  meeting  and  places  he  had  visited  during  the  yea 
of  the  loyalty  of  the  Brethren  to  our  order  and  its  growth. 

Secretary-Treasurer's  report  to  the  Officers  and  Members  n 
the  N.  C.  F.  S.  A..     Dear  Brethren  it  gives  me  great  pleasur 
to  be  with  you  in  this  our  31st  Annual  Meeting  and  to  be  able 
to  report  some  growth  of  our  grand  old  order  since  our  last 
meeting-     We  have  added  two  counties  and  lost  not  a  single 


one  since  last  meeting.     I  have  presented  my  financial  report 

to  our  Ex-Committee  which  is  as  follows: 

Receipts  from  fees  and  dues  $143.60 

Receipts  from  Durham  Fertilizer  Co.  57.30 

Receipts  from  sale  of  Rethnals  .15 

Total                                            .  $201.05 

Disbursements,  Postage,  Stationary  $12.88 

Tax  on  Headquarters  property  58.92 

Sec'tys-Treas  salary  75.00 

Total  $146.80 

Balance  $54.25 
J.  C.  Bain  Sce'ty  &  Treas. 

Report  of  Executive  Committee  to  the  members  of  the  N. 
C.  State  Alliance.  Brethren,  Your  Committee  begs  leave  to 
submit  the  following  report:  We  find  a  balance  left  in  the 
hands  of  your  Secretary  of  $54.25  to  be  turned  over  to  Treas- 
urer. Also  report  of  Trustee  H.  E.  Thompson  as  herewith  at- 
tached as  follows: 

Strantonburg,  N.  C,  Aug.  ist  '17.  Brethren,  I  herewith 
submit  my  report  for  the  year  ending  Aug.  i,  1917 

Aug.  I,  1916  Balance  on  hand  including  $7,000.00  in  N.  C. 
4  per  cent    Bonds  $7,371.42 

Jan.  1,  1917  interest  received  on  Bonds  140.00 

July  1,  1917  interest  received  on  Bonds  140.00 

Aug.  10,  1616  paid  P.  C.  Caldwell  $10.10 

H.  H.  Thompson  4.00 

J.  H.  Evans  6.00 

J.  C.  Bain  5.65 

J.  A.  Davis  15.75 

H.  E.  Thompson  9.00 
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»       »      »       "     H.  M.  Cates  22.05 

»      »      »      "     C.  F.  Cates  6.50 

»       »      "       "     John  Graham  11.50 

»       "      "      »     T.  J.  Oldham  9.00 

Sept.  19    "      "■     Jordan  &  Mindrop  16.00 

Nov.  ,4      "       "     H.  M.  Cates  26.00 

.     »     '»      "      "     C.  F.  Cates  4.00 

"     7      »      "     H.  E.  Thompson  16.55 

"    23      "      "  G.  W.  Stanton  Trustees  Bond  35.00 

Dec.  4     "       "     J.  A.  Davis  11.30 

Jan.  20    "      "     H.  M.  Cates  24.20 

"      "      '■>■      "     S.  J   McLaurin  11.80 

"     31    "       "     E.  G.  Deans  safety  box  rent  3.00 

April  4   "       "     H.  E  Thompson  salary    100.00 

Bonds  on  hand  700.00 

Cash  on  hand  303.32 

Respectfully  Submitted 

II   E.  Thompson,  Trustee 

Your  Committee  was  called  for  extra  session  November  4th 
1916  to  act  upon  the  disposal  of  the  Alliance  Hall  at  Garner  to 
parties  who  own  the  other  half  interest  of  said  properly. 
Your  Committee  authorized  Lecturer  H.  M.  Cates  to  go  and 
investigate  it  and  report  to  said  Committee  which  report  he 
will  hand  to  Secretary.  Also  to  act  upon  the  application  of 
Bro.  E.  Aman  for  a  loan  of  $150.00  from  Allianee  fund,  which 
upon  mature  deliberation  your  committee  thought  it  unwise 
to  grant.     All  of  which  we  respectfully  submit 

J.  A.  Davis,  Chm.  for  Com. 

The  committee  on  by-laws,  T.  B.  Parker,  T.  F  Cherry  and 
P.  C.  Caldwell  reported  as  follows  and  the  same  was  carried 
that  our  constitution  be  changed  on  Page  2  section  2  to  substi- 
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tute  25  in  place  of  100  in  line  2  and  3  and  read  as  follows: 
Sec.  2  It  shall  be  composed  of  one  delegate  from  each  county 
Alliance  for  every  25  members  or  majority  part  there  of  in  ex- 
cess of  25  members. 

Committee  on  the  disposition  of  Headquarters  property  ap- 
pointed a  year  ago,  reported  as  follows:  After  finding  from  the 
wording  of  the  resolution  under  which  we  were  to  act  that  we 
had  no  power  to  make  or  accept  any  sort  of  proposition.  We 
after  a  conference  with  the  Ex-Committee  decided  to  take  no 
action  in  the  matter  without  further  and  more  definite  in- 
structions from  this  meeting. 

Signed 

H.  E.  Thompson 

H.  M.  Cates 

S.  J.  McLaurin 

Adjourned  until  8:00  P.  M. 

Evening  Session 

At  8:00  P.  M.  Alliance  was  called  to  order  and  a  Memorial 
Service  was  held  with  opened  doors.  T.  P.  Johnson  led  in 
prayer. 

The  committee  on  memorial  through  H.  M.  Cates  reported 
the  following  who  had  finished  life  work  and  gone  home:  J.  J. 
Squires,  A.  G.  Minnis,  of  Orange  County;  D.  W.  Royal,  Mrs. 
Caroline  Williams  of  Cumberland  County;  Dr.  C.  L.  Kelebren 
of  Edgecombe  County;  and  J.  J.  Dudly  of  Sampson  County. 
Touching  remarks  were  made  by  T.  P.  Johnson,  H.  M.  Cates, 
J.  A.  Davis,  H.  D.  Edgerton,  J.  C.  Bain,  T.  B.  Parker  and 
others  paying  high  tribute  to  the  worth  of  the  lives  of  our  de- 
parted. On  motion  our  Secretary  was  ordered  to  send  the 
following  resolution  of  condolence  to  Bro.  C.  C.  Williams  ex- 


tending  to  him  our  best  wishes  for  speedy  recovery  and  hope 
that  he  may  again  lead  us  in  our  Devotional  Exercises. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Good  of  the  Order 

Your  Committee  begs  to  recommend  the  following:  1st  Re- 
solved by  N.  C.  F.  S.  Alliance  in  Annual  Session  that  a  com- 
mittee members  of  this  body  be  and  is  hereby  appointed  by 
by  the  President  to  offer  for  sale  this  headquarters  property 
with  power  to  see  and  make  title  to  the  higest  acceptable  pur- 
chaser, provided  that  no  offer  for  less  than  $17,500,00  will  be 
acceptable  to  the  Committee  and  invest  the  purchase  price  in 
N.  C.  4  per  cent  bonds  and  to  remain  therein  until  otherwise 
ordered  by  the  State  Alliance. 

Respectfully 

Eddie  Culfer 

J.  L.  Cherry 

P.  M.  Sykes 

J.  A.  Baggett 

J.  D.  Hynes 

Thomas  P.  Johnston 
Committee  appointed  by  President  to  effect  the  sale,  H.  E. 
Thompson,  H.  M.  Cates  and  S.  J.  McLaurin. 

August  15th  1917  Alliance  reassembled  at  9:30.  Business 
report  was  received  and  earned  as  follows,  Resolved  that  a 
Business  Agent  be  elected  to  serve  on  com  mission  as  salary 
with  a  guarantee  from  this  State  Alliance  that  he  shall  receive 
at  least  $25.00  per  year  salary  and  that  our  Executive  Com- 
mittee pay  for  his  bond. 

A  Resolution  by  the  committee  on  Conservation  was  then 
received  and  carried  as  follows.  Resolved  that  we  urge  our 
Brother  Alliancemen  throughout  the  State  to  cooperate  with 
our  State  Committee  on  conservation  in  every  respect — con- 


serving  not  only  food  but  all  other  farm  products  and  hereby 
offer  our  services  to  Hon.  J.  Paul,  Secretary  of  State  Conser- 
vation Committee. 

H.  D.  Edgerton 

P.  M.  Sykes 
Committee 

The  following  Telegram  was  received  and  presented  by  Bro. 
W.  L.  Baker  from  Bro.  S.  W.  Kenny,  Windsor,  N.  C.  our 
Vice  President.  "  Please  tender  my  regrets  of  not  being  able 
to  attend.  Sincerely  hope  you  will  have  a  successful  session" 
signed  S.  W.  Kenny. 

The  following  was  then  presented  and  unanimously  carried. 

The  State  Farmers  Alliance  at  its  Annual  Session  at  Head- 
quarters desires  for  itself  and  its  membership  to  be  placed  on 
a  record  as  a  peace  loving  people  believing  in  the  motto  of  the 
Alliance  "Peace  on  earth  and  good  will  toward  all  men."  But 
in  this  hour  of  our  National  peril  we  wish  also  to  go  on  re- 
cord as  being  loyal  to  our  own  people  and  our  Government. 
Therefore  be  is  resolved  1st  That  we  pledge  our  loyalty  and 
support  to.  the  President  of  the  United  States  in  the  prosecu- 
tion of  the  war  in  which  we  are  engaged  until  hostilities  have 
ceased  and  an  honoroble  peace  has  been  made  vindicating  our 
entrance  into  Ihe  war.  2nd  That  we  urge  our  Rulers  in  con- 
nection with  our  allies  that  announcement  be  made  of  what 
would  I  e  regarded  as  sufficient  guarantees  on  Germany's 
part  to  justify  consideration  of  terms  of  peace. 
Respectfully  Submitted. 
T.  B.  Parker 
John  Graham 

The  following  officers  were  elected  and  installed  for  the  en- 
sueing  year 

President     T.  B.  Parker,  Raleigh,  N.  C. 
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Vice  President    T.  F.  Cherry,  Raleigh,  N.  C. 

Sec'ty-Treas  and  B.  A.     J.  C.  Bain,  Wade,  N.  C. 

Chaplin     J.  A.  Baggett,  Cooper,  N.  C. 

Lecturer    H.«M.  Cates,  Graham,  N.  C. 

Steward     H.  H.  Thompson,  Hillsboro,  N.  C. 

D.  K.     G.  T.  Lane,  Greensboro,  N.  C. 

Executive  Committee  for  3  years  C.  F.  Cates,  Mebane,  N.  C. 

President  announced  the  appointment  of  Committee  on 
Legislation  as  follows,  J.  L.  Cherry,  J.  A.  Baggett  and  H.  M. 
Cates. 

The  thanks  of  this  State  Alliance  is  hereby  tendered  to  our 
dear  bro.,  J.  H.  Evans,  his  good  wife  and  family  for  their  hos- 
pitality and  most  excellent  entertainment  during  this  meeting. 

There  being  no  other  business  appearing  "Blest  be  the  Tie 
That  Binds  was  sung  and  the  Alliance  closed  in  regular  order. 

T.  B.  Parker,  President. 
J.  C.  Bain,  Secretary. 
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